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SUB J : DANISH GOVERNMENT INTENTION TO INCREASE MAXIMUM NARCOTICS 
OFFENSE PENALTY TO TEN YEARS 

1. MINJUSTICE NATHALIE LIND SAID ON IANUARY 15 THAT GOVERN- 
MENT WILL SHORTLY PROPOSE LEGISLATION TO INCREASE MAXIMUM PENALTIES 
FOR NARCOTICS OFFENSES FROM SIX TO TEN YEARS, WHICH IS NORDIC NORM 

IN SEPARATE CONVERSATION SAME DAY WITH CHARGE, PERMANENT UNDER- 
SECRETARY IN PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE CONFIRMED THAT THIS WAS 
GOVERNMENT'S INTENTION. 

2. IN PRACTICE, HEAVY PENALTIES WILL ONLY BE GIVEN TO TRAFFICKERS 
OF SIGNIFICANT QUANTITIES OF NARCOTICS AND DANGEROUS DRUGS, IN- 
CLUDING CANNABIS PRODUCTS, PILLS AND LSD AS WELL AS HEROIN, OPIATES 
AND COCAINE. MIN IUSTICE CIRCULAR TO PROSECUTING ATTORNEYS IN 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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ADDICTS WHO ARE TECHNICALLY LIABLE TO COURT ACTION UNDER DANISH 
LAW. 

3. COMMENT: THIS PROPOSAL WILL LIKELY BOOST MORALE OF DANISH 
POLICE, WHO HAVE LONG EXPRESSED FRUSTRATION AT THE SIX YEAR 
MAXIMUM FOR NARCOTICS OFFENSES WHICH THEY BELIEVE ATTRACTS 
TRAFFICKERS TO DENMARK. THEY HAVE ALSO NOTED TO EMBOFFS 
THEIR EMBARRASSMENT IN DEALING WITH THEIR NORDIC POLICE COLLEAGUES, 
WHO HAVE ON OCCASION TOLD THEM OF THEIR CONCERN THAT DANISH 
LENIENCY IS FACILITATING THS OVEMENT OF THESE SUBSTANCES TO 
UPPER SCHANDINAVIA. DECONTROL MAR 31, 1974. 
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